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lawfully constituted authority, this, it was urged, did
not apply to the tyranny of the Guises. Moreover,
the Protestants were dragged before extraordinary
tribunals unknown to the laws, or hunted down by
riotous mobs. It was afterwards their boast, that
they had patiently submitted so long as they had
been butchered under the forms of law and by
sentence of the established courts.

In the spring of 1560, partly among the Hugue-
nots, partly among those who for public or private
reasons hated the Guises, a plot was formed to seize
the King and to place the Prince of Comic at the
head of the Government. The conspirators failed,
and were cruelly punished. But at an assembly of
notables, which the Cardimil had summoned in his
first alarm, those who were opposed to the policy
of the Government on religious and political grounds
made themselves heard. Murilkie, Archbishop of
Vienne, an old diplomatist, insisted that the repre-
sentatives of the nation ought to take their part in
the government of the country ; the Admiral of
France, Coligny, presented a petition from the
Reformers of Normandy, of which province he was
governor, repudiating all sympathy with the late
conspiracy but demanding toleration.

The Guises believed that the influence of the
Government could secure a subservient majority and
determined to summon the Estates, The Protes-
tants were to be excluded by requiring all members
to subscribe an orthodox confession of faith* All
who refused to do so would not only not be allowed
to take their seats, but would be at once thrown Into